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Pier 6
tower plans
unveiled

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Brooklyn Bridge Park honchos
last Wednesday unveiled designs
for the two luxury apartment tow-
ers they plan to erect at Pier 6.

Park bigwigs anointed Ral De-
velopment Services — the devel-
oper behind the condominiums
in the neighboring One Brooklyn
Bridge Park building — and Oli-
ver’s Realty Group, a newcomer
to Brooklyn, as their chosen co-
developers for the project.

Here is what you can expect
to see looming behind the park’s
beach volleyball courts if the
plan gets the green light:

<A taller 29-story tower hous-
ing around 192 market-rate units
and a parking garage.

« A shorter 14-story tower con-

Continued on page 10

Rescue City co-founder

Y Aidan Masona helped save this puppy and
several others from alleged abuse. For the story, see page 3.
Photo by Steve Solomonson

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
If you build it, they will come.

And the chemists and engi-
neers of Industry City Distill-
ery have built it. They built the
still and the fermentation tanks
used to create Industry Standard
vodka. And now the vodka vir-
tuosos have built a tasting room
in the corner of their sixth floor
distillery in Sunset Park, which
is already getting buzz from local
drinkers.

“Our neighborhood was lack-
ing a place to go and have a drink
after work,” said co-owner Ronak
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INDUSTRY

Distillery tasting room hits S'Park

Parikh. “Our space is well suited
to receive people.”

The gritty, industrial tasting
room has enormous windows with
views ofthe Manhattan skyline and
the Statue of Liberty. And while
most tasting rooms only offer shots
of the distillery’s beverage, Indus-
try City serves nine different cock-
tails made with its signature beet
sugar vodka.

The drinks also highlight the
company’s latest product, “Tech-
nical Reserve,” an extremely high-
proof spirit (95.6% alcohol by vol-

Continued on page 8

Costume invasion

BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
And so it begins...

The invasion long
dreaded by denizens of the
People’s Playground has fi-
nally come to pass, as cos-
tumed characters driven
out of Times Square by a
police crackdown have de-
scended onto the Coney Is-
land Boardwalk.

People dressed as chil-
dren’s favorite characters
— from SpongeBob to Iron
Man to Olaf from “Frozen”
— have begun to congre-
gate along the waterfront
to pose for pictures with
kids — and then demand
cash from the parents.

Locals are not at all

Continued on page 10
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Joey Amandola

SKY'S THE LIMIT: Rising
Bedford-Stuyvesant  rap-
per Skyzoo is thrilled for a
set at the Brooklyn Hip-Hop
Festival.

Boro rapper comes home

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
There is no place like
home.

The 11th Annual Brook-
lyn Hip-Hop Festival next
week will feature perfor-
mances frombignameslike
Common and Mobb Deep.
But for rapper Skyzoo, the
excitement is not who he

performs with, but who he
will be performing for. The
native Brooklynite and
Bedford-Stuyvesant lifer
says that although he is a
veteran of tours abroad, he
wants nothing more than
to rap to his hometown.

“I headline in Europe
and Africa like clockwork

every year, but this is the
crib, this is the back yard,”
Skyzoo said. “I've per-
formed as a guest on other
people but I still wanted
that 20 or 30 minutes to kill
for the crib.”

Skyzoo, whose new stu-
dio album came out on

Continued on page 8
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DAYS TO COME: A rendering shows the view of the planned open space between Carlton and Vander-

bilt avenues planned for the Pacific Park development.

VUW Studio

Pacific parkland

Atlantic Yards green space unveiled

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

A public promenade at the
center of the Pacific Park
mega-development in Pros-
pect Heights will feature a
dog run, a basketball court,
a bocce court, and areas for
tots to play, according to a
new master plan released
by developers.

A Forest City Ratner
Companies honcho praised
the plan and said the park
would be a boon to sur-
rounding neighborhoods as
well as the future residents
of the towers.

“Pacific Park, thename-
sake of our entire 22-acre
development in the heart
of Brooklyn, will make
this pocket of the borough
more livable for residents
of many different Brook-
lyn neighborhoods,” said
MaryAnne Gilmartin, the
president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Forest
City Ratner. “There will
no longer be a dearth of
green space in the heart of
Brooklyn; instead, there
will be sprawling lawns,
shaded benches and val-
ued neighborhood ameni-
ties across eight acres of

public open space that will
reknit these communities
together.”

Released last Wednes-
day, the new plans detail
an eight-acre open space at
the heart of the project for-
merly known as Atlantic
Yards, a feature the state
demanded in its final en-
vironmental impact state-
ment regarding the mas-
sive undertaking by Forest
City and Greenland, a Chi-
nese government-owned
majority partner in the
16-tower mega-project.

According to the plans,
the park will included lush,
tree-lined pathways, lawns,
and gardens.

A neighbor of the devel-
opment who has been in-
volved inmany ofthe negoti-
ations between community
members and developers
was cautiously hopeful af-
ter seeing a presentation on
the new plan.

“Going forward I'm most
interested in seeing how
well the open space at At-
lantic Yards can integrate
with the rest of the com-
munity,” said Gib Veconi,
a member of the activist

group BrooklynSpeaks,
which works to keep Forest
City accountable to neigh-
bors. “The vision is a nice
vision, and hopefully it will
be fulfilled in a way that the
project originally intended,
which was to integrate and
link with the surrounding
neighborhoods.”

The first phase of the
park, a grass corridor run-
ning through the center of
the block between Vander-
bilt and Carlton avenues,
is expected to be unveiled
next summer in conjunc-
tion with the towers at 535
Carlton Ave. and and 550
Vanderbilt Ave., according
to a spokeswoman.

Those buildings, for
which work is already un-
derway, will accommodate
298 units and 278 units re-
spectively, with all of the
apartments in the Carlton
Avenue tower slated for be-
low-market rates.

Developers expect to
complete the park by 2025,
according to a spokes-
woman for the public re-
lations firm BerlinRosen,
which represents Forest
City.



Slave to history

Army won't change ‘racist’ street name
despite pleas from black leaders

BY MAX JAEGER
Apparently, a road by any
other name would spell de-
feat.

The US. Army has no
plans to change a street
named for a Confederate gen-
eral stationed at F't. Hamilton
Army Base — despite pleas
from black church leaders
who say the name is racist.

Members of Rev. Al
Sharpton’s National Ac-
tion Network rallied in
front of the 190-year-old
Bay Ridge base on June 25
to denounce General Lee
Avenue — named for Gen.
Robert E. Lee —and call for
alessracially charged mon-
iker following the shooting
death of nine black South
Carolina churchgoers —in-
cluding a state senator —al-
legedly by a white gunman
who posted photos of the
Confederate flag to social
media. The activists said
newly minted congressman
Rep. Dan Donovan (R-Bay
Ridge) could use his posi-
tion to urge the Department
of Defense to rename the
road, but they say he isn’t
taking Sharpton’s calls.

“The silence is deafen-
ing, but it’s not surprising
— this is the same individ-
ual who did not think Eric
Garner deserved justice,”
said National Action Net-
work Brooklyn chapter
president Kirsten John Foy,
referring to the grand jury
empaneled by then-Staten
Island district attorney
Donovan that chose not to
indict white police officer
Daniel Pantaleo in the ho-
micide of a black man who
died while being arrested
for selling loose cigarettes.

Donovan’s office did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Lee was a decorated sol-
dier in the U.S. Army who
was stationed at Ft. Ham-
ilton for five years before
turning down command of
the Union Army at the out-
break of the Civil War in
favor of leading Confeder-
ate troops in his home state
of Virginia. That choice su-
persedes any good he may
have done prior to the Civil

CALL TO ACTION: National Ac-
tion Network Brooklyn chapter
president Kirsten John Foy says
Confederate general Robert E.
Lee was a traitor to his coun-
try and a Fort Hamilton street
named after him - General Lee
Avenue - is racist and has to
go. Lee (right) was stationed at
the Bay Ridge U.S. Army base as
a captain from 1842 to 1847.

War, according to Foy.

“All that service went
out the window when he
decided to engage in trea-
son,” Foy said.

The battle is personal
for Sharpton’s daughters,
who grew up under the
shadow of the street sign.

“My sister and I had to
go through here every day
to visit our mother serv-
ing as a sergeant in the
U.S. Army,” said Domin-
ique Sharpton, who said
she was born in the now-
closed Victory Memorial
Hospital and graduated
from Poly Prep in Dyker
Heights. “What kind of
message is a sign like this
giving to our youth?”

The demand for the
name change comes as part
of a national sea of change
in attitudes towards sym-
bols of the Confederate
States of America in the
wake of the Charleston
shooting. National chain
stores such as Walmart and
Target have yanked prod-
ucts featuring the Confed-
erate battle flag from their
shelves, and online sellers
including eBay and Brook-
lyn’s own Etsy have banned
rebel swag from their sites.

But the Army has no

plans to alter streets or
bases named for Confeder-
ate soldiers, according to a
statement.

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries
(D-Fort Greene) is also
calling on the fort to nix
Lee Avenue.

“Brooklyn is one of the
most diverse counties in
America, with sizable com-
munities of color,” Jeffries
said. “There is no good rea-
son for a street to be named
after an individual who led
the Confederate Army in
the fight to keep slavery and
racial subjugation alive in
America. It is my hope that
we will do the right thing
and find an appropriate lo-
cal hero for whom the street
can be renamed.”

Other federal politi-
cians have not made their
opinions clear. The Na-
tional Action Network has
not reached out to New
York’s U.S. senators or
Mayor DeBlasio about the
street, Foy said.

There are 5,000 Civil
War veterans interred at
nearby Green-Wood Cem-
etery — including 74 Con-
federate soldiers and two
Confederate generals, ac-
cording to cemetery histo-
rian Jeff Richman.

Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Associated Press

PICKS OF THE LITTER: The folks from Rescue City and the Oceanside Animal Clinic show off the

rescued pups.

Photo by Steve Solomonson

Group saves pooches from
allegedly abusive owner

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
They say cats have nine
lives, but nine puppies in
Gravesend could have lost
the only lives they have
if not for some generous
animal rescuers from the
neighborhood.

Members of Rescue
City, a recently organized
animal rescue organiza-
tion, paid $1,800 out of
pocket to buy the dogs
from an Avenue X resident
they allege was neglecting
and abusing the animals.
They then spent thou-
sands more for veterinary
care for the pups, which
were extremely malnour-
ished, suffering from par-
asites and ringworm. At
least one had been burned
with a cigarette.

One of Rescue City’s
co-founders said he paid
the hefty price because he
couldn’t stand to see the
dogs mistreated.

“I was very concerned
for the dogs,” said Dmi-
triy Perelshtein, a veteri-
nary technician at Ocean-
side Animal Clinic. “I just
wanted to get them out of
those conditions.”

When Perelshtein took
the puppies to the Kings
Highway clinic where
he works, some were so
skinny that their rib cages
were visible. Two of the
pups are still in critical
condition, but all nine
are improving every day
thanks to the clinic’s care.

“None of them are 100

PUPPY  LOVE:

Valentina
Anurova gets a kiss from a
rescued pooch.

Photo by Steve Solomonson

percent, but they’re com-
ing along,” Perelshtein
said. “Hopefully, we’ll
be able to find them
good homes once they’re
healthy.”

The clinic gave
Perelshtein a discount on
the care the nine recov-
ered puppies received, but
it will still cost him ap-
proximately $7,000.

Rescue City  first
learned of the puppies’
plight thanks to Facebook
posts and phone calls from
other local animal activ-
ists. A group had gathered
at the home of the dogs’
owner, with one woman

allegedly having a physi-
cal altercation with the
owner’s wife.

Perelshtein asked the
owner if he could see the
dogs, and when the owner
let him in, the vet tech was
so shocked by the puppies’
condition that he immedi-
ately negotiated a price to
take the puppies away.

The initial asking
price was $1,000 a dog,
Perelshtein said, but he
managed to bargain the
owner down to just $200
per pup.

“I think he’s running a
puppy mill, an illegal pet
store, out of his house,”
said Perelshtein. “He’s
just trying to make a quick
buck on these poor dogs.”

The alleged puppy-
mill operator had sev-
eral other dogs on the
premises that were also
in poor condition, and
Perelshtein implored him
to bring them to Ocean-
side, promising that the
clinic would give him a
discount just to help the
other dogs.

The remaining dogs
were brought for an ex-
amination, but even with
a discount the owner al-
legedly balked at the price
of care and left without al-
lowing the dogs to receive
treatment.

Perelshtein said he has
notified the NYPD’s ani-
mal cruelty unit and it
is investigating with the

Continued on page 8
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Brooklyn Nets

New nest for Nets

Team previews delayed Sunset Park facility

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Better late than never.

The Nets will finally
be practicing in Brooklyn
come February 2016, once
the club’s state-of-the-art
facility in Sunset Park is
completed. The team gave
an early tour on June 23 of
the unfinished Hospital for
Special Surgery Training
Center, which was origi-
nally scheduled to open
this year, in time for the
2015-16 season.

“It gives me a new sense
of appreciation for get-
ting Barclays Center done
on time,” said Irina Pav-
lova, president of Onexim
Sports and Entertainment,
the company through
which Russian billionaire
Mikhail Prokhorov owns
the team. “There were so
many little things that de-
layed the project. It wasn’t
one big event. Permits took
longer, access took lon-
ger.”

The $45-million facility
will cover the eighth floor
and rooftop of an aban-
doned, century-old ware-
house on 39th Street be-
tween First and Second
avenues in Industry City.
The plans include two full-
size basketball courts with
televisions and dry-erase
boards for coaching pur-
poses.

Nets front-office staff,
coaches and players will
enjoy luxurious amenities
including a weight room,

a hydro-therapy area, an
18-seat multimedia theater,
a player lounge complete
with Kkitchen, billiards,
and ping pong tables, and
a roof-top area with stun-
ning panoramic views of
the Manhattan skyline.
The space will also include
offices and workout rooms
reserved for the coaches
and for Billy King, the
team’s general manager.

The new facility will
certainly be an upgrade.
Since moving to Brook-
lyn in 2012, the team has
continued practicing and
operating out of its old fa-
cility in East Rutherford,
N.J. But even that site was
a step up for the team — be-
fore moving into the East
Rutherford facility, the
Nets actually practiced at
a truck stop in North Ber-
gen, N.J.

Head coach Lionel
Hollins said that he
hopes the swanky Sunset
Park practice center will
help the Nets attract free
agents.

“You try to show guys
the city, the arena, and a
facility like this enhances
that,” Hollins said. “We
practiced at four or five fa-
cilities in one city when I
played.”

Pavlova said that the
Nets looked at more than
50 potential locations, but
settled on the Industry City
site because of its proxim-
ity to airports and Barclays

TOUR GUIDE: Nets Director of
Operations Tony Brasile breaks
down what the team’s practice
facility will include.

Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Center, but she also cited
a desire to get in on the
ground floor of the revital-
ization of the Sunset Park
and Gowanus areas. The
team plans to host commu-
nity events, local business-
development functions,
youth basketball clinics,
and job fairs and intern-
ships for neighborhood res-
idents.

Allowing local college
and high school teams to
use the facilities is also a
possibility, she said.

“We plan to be here for
a long time,” said Pavlova.
“We want to help revitalize
this neighborhood.”



FLEEGE OF MIND

Lawman: Brooklyn ‘psychic’ man scammed lowans by mail

BY MAX JAEGER
He should have seen this
coming.

A Brooklyn man run-
ning a psychic scam has
bilked elderly Mid-Western-
ers out of thousands of dol-
lars, according to officials
in Iowa. That state’s top le-
gal eagle says that Joseph
Meisels of Borough Park
hasbeen sendingridiculous
mailers to Iowans promis-
ing to rid them of their bad
luck with his psychic pow-
ers — for a price.

“These mailings were
outrageous and outlandish
in their deceptive claims
and promises from sup-
posed clairvoyants, as-
trologers, and even extra-
terrestrials,” Attorney
General Tom Miller said.
“Sadly, these predatory
mailings found their way
to the mailboxes of many
elderly Iowans, bilking one

ATTORNEY

MISTAKEN IDENTITY: A phony
mailer identifies this man as
Professor Magnum Demorarth
- but it's actually former Fed-
eral Reserve chairman Ben Ber-
nanke.

United States Federal Reserve

77-year-old Iowa woman
out of more than $1,500 in
2014 alone.”

And outlandish they
were, based on a copy of the
mailer Meisels allegedly
circulated.

“Even someone whose
luck fields are as jammed
and rusty as yours, with the
knowledge I possess, with
the psychic technology at
my disposal, I can revive
even the luck-dead and per-
petual inheritors of misfor-
tune,” the seven-page mailer
states. “There is no choice
but to unleash the greatest
super weapon in my psychic
arsenal on your behalf.”

But first he needs $50.

The scam letter also in-
cluded a testimonial from
one Prof. Magnum De-
morarth alongside a photo
of the supposed professor —
except the photo is actually
economist and former Fed-
eral Reserve chairman Ben
Bernanke. It is literally the
first result when you Google
Bernanke’s name.

So far, 78 Rust Belt rubes
have sent Meiselsa combined
$13,740, according to a press

release from Miller’s office.
An Jowa court is ordering
him to repay the money and
cough up a $20,000 fine.

On average, the pigeons
mailed Meisels $176 — but tak-
ingthebait exposed the marks
to more scams, according to
the Iowa attorney general.

“If an older Iowan sends
money in response to a
fraudulent mailing, he or
she may be targeted by a
host of other scammers —
developing into a feeding
frenzy that can bleed the
victim’s bank account,” a
press release states.

Meisels maintains the
headquarters of his Inter-
national Astrological Foun-
dation on 18th Avenue, ac-
cording to the Iowa attorney
general’s office. But the peo-
ple who picked up the phone
and answered the door at
the two locations said he
wasn’t there.
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THE MOTHERSHIP: The headquarters of the International Astrol-
ogy Foundation is a nondescript office on 18th Avenue. The man
who answered the door declined to give his name and said that
Joseph Meisels was not in and would not be back that day.
Community News Group / Max Jaeger
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production at the 0ld Stone House stage.

Singers with chops

Piper Theatre serves up bloody ‘Sweeney Todd'

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Call him the demon barber
of Third Street.

The Piper Theatre Com-
pany opens its 10th season
at the Old Stone House in
Park Slopeon July2withan
enticingly stripped-down
production of “Sweeney
Todd,” the infamous Sond-
heim musical about a mur-
derous barber and his mis-
tress serving up hot slices
of revenge in Victorian
London. The artists behind
the gorgeous gore-fest say
it is to die for.

“It’s a beast of a show,”
said Hannah Scott, who
plays cannibal cook Mrs.
Lovett. “It’s musically com-
plicated but written in a
way that the characters are
a hundred percent rounded
and thought through.”

The outdoor space in
Washington Park has be-
come a welcoming hub for
free theater during the
company’s time perform-
ing there, says the show’s
artistic director.

“When I first got to
Piper, the space was a park-
ing lot,” said Michael Buf-
fer, who has been with the
company for eight years.
“Now it’'s this enormous
beautiful field that’s really
a community hot spot.”

Audience members tend
to arrive early with blan-
kets and picnic baskets so
they can claim a spot on the
grass from which to enjoy
the raw, open air produc-
tions. The Old Stone House
theater has no curtain or
backstage to hide actors
between scenes, and Scott

THE DAILY GRIND: Mrs Lovett (Hannah Scott) and Sweeney Todd (Adam LeBow) stand before the meat grinder in the Piper Theatre's

said being exposed to the
audience and the elements
makes the performance
even more thrilling.

“There’s a vulnerability
to it because you’re never
out of sight,” she said. “It’s
exciting— maybe it will
rain, or maybe the wind
will come up.”

The Piper production
uses minimal staging and
props, aside from an enor-
mous, abstract piece of in-
dustrial meat-chopping
machinery that embodies
what audience want from
the sinister musical, said
Buffer.

“I think they’re really
coming for the blood,” he
said. “They want to see the
cuts, the drops, the body
disappear. It’s kind of a ca-
thartic revenge story, as

gory and consumptive and
straight-faced as it is about
it. People — not to be too
trite about it — they eat it
up.”

The audience can also
gorge on the show’s con-
cession stand, which will
serve meat pies made spe-
cially for the production.
Buffer said several baker-
ies declined their request
for Sweeney-themed goods,
but patisserie Sweet Pista-
chio was up for the rather
morbid challenge.

“Sweeney Todd” at the
Old Stone House in Wash-
ington Park [336 Third
Street between Fourth and
Fifth Avenues, wwuw.the-
oldstonehouse.org, (718)
768-3195]. July 2-3, 9-11,
and 16-18 at 8 pm. Free (do-
nations welcome).

Book reveals
G'Point’s past

BY TRUPTI RAMI

Some hidden history
is coming out.

A long-time Green-
point resident and blog-
ger reveals stories from
the neighborhood’s for-
gotten past in his new
book, which he will read
from at Word Bookstore
on July 9.

Greenpoint today is
very different from the
quiet, blue-collar place it
used to be, said Geoffrey
Cobb, the author of “Green-
point Brooklyn’s Forgotten
Past.” At one time, he said,
Greenpoint was one of the
most industrialized places
in the world.

“Greenpoint has to-
tally changed,” said Cobb.
“It used to be a sleepy
working class place with
little nightlife. Now the
bars and restaurants are
truly amazing.”

While writing the
book, Cobb discovered
that in 1872 the neigh-
borhood had its own na-
tional championship
baseball team, the Eck-
fords, and that one of the
team’s members made it
into the Baseball Hall of
Fame. He also learned
about a local Irish terror-
ist cell that tried to bomb
London, and that a candi-
date in the 1916 Presiden-
tial election, Charles Ev-
ans Hughes, hailed from
Greenpoint.

Cobb, who leads walk-
ing tours of the neighbor-
hood, has lived in Green-
point for more than 20
years. He also teaches his-
tory at a local high school
and runs the popular His-
toric Greenpoint blog.
Cobb said that his love
for the neighborhood and
its residents inspired the

o

GREENPOINT OF VIEW: Au-
thor Geoffrey Cobb reveals

neighborhood  stories in
“Greenpoint Brooklyn's For-
gotten Past.”

Photo by Stefano Giovannini

book. Cobb said what he
loves most is “its people
who are unpretentious,
hardworking, solid, no-
nonsense Brooklynites.”

At Word, Cobb will
share some stories from
the book, including ones
about Aaron Burr’s visits
to Greenpoint to court a
local girl despite being en-
gaged to another woman,
the oil industry’s de-
struction of the Newtown
Creek, and some tales
about Greenpoint’s movie
star Mae West. Cobb says
that he wants these sto-
ries to give fuller picture
of the neighborhood.

“I believe that Green-
point’s story has never
been fully or properly
told,” Cobb wrote on his
blog. “What I tried to do
is to create a history that
went beyond a superficial
description of events. I
wanted to capture the re-
ality of people’s lives at
certain moments in local
history.”

“Greenpoint  Brook-
lyn’s Forgotten Past” with
at Word [126 Franklin St.
at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718)  383-0096,
www.wordbrooklyn.com].
July 9at 7pm. Free.
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BREAKIHROUGH,
IEGCHNOLOGY,

Local doctor treats herniated
and bulging discs, sciatica,
and serious lower back pain

KINTIM NATH00YG ‘GI0Z 'S AT =~

DRX9000™

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually,
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate
the DRX9000™, an FDA approved device that is
saving thousands of Americans suffering from
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000™
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to
notice an unexpected result of space travel:
Astronauts that left with back pain would come
back without it. After investigated this now
phenomenon here’s what they found: During
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs

WITHOUT
BACK SURGERY

and back pain was relieved. How? When you
travel through space, the effects of gravity are
removed and you are in a weightless state. All
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs.
Even better — and this is the key — a negative
pressure is created. This negative pressure
actually sucks the herniated material back into
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the
DRX9000™, disc herniation sufferers finally have
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000™ has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica,
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr.
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn
Spine Center, 5911 16™ Ave., Brooklyn, New
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.
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¢ Fresh Fish ¢ Shrimp ¢ Clams ¢ Oysters
¢ King Crab Legs * Snow Crab Legs |
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Kids will spend 11 minutes Y
dressing Spike up x

like a princess.
How about two
minutes to brush

their teeth?

A b

Brushing for two minutes now can save your
child from severe tooth pain later. Two minutes, twice a day. They have the
time. For fun, 2-minute videos to watch while brushing, go to 2min2x.org.
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|
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DISTILLERY

Continued from page 1

ume) designed for quick
flavor infusions, which the
owners have used to make
bitters and limoncello for
their cocktails. Distillery
co-owner Dave Kyrjeko
designed the equipment
which produced the re-
serve, and he also created
the cocktail menu.

One first-time customer
was impressed by Kyrjeko’s
cocktail concoctions.

“Fresh ingredients and
a great knowledge of pair-
ing them with the alcohol,”
said Kensington resident
Brian Oestreich, who was
tasting the mojito-like Dr. El-
lison ($10), a refreshing mix
of Industry Standard vodka,
freshly pressed cucumber
juice, mint leaves, and bit-
ters. “I think it’s as good
a cocktail as you'll find in
Brooklyn.”

Of course, the location
and the recipes wouldn’t
be worth much without a
good product. The owners
believe that their vodka
stands out from other dis-
tillers because of their
backgrounds in science
and technology.

“A lot of distilleries will
ship in commercial alcohol,

HIP-HOP

Continued from page 1
June 23, grew up in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant during the
worst of the crack epidemic.
But that was also a golden
era of hip-hop, and he came
from the same streets that
launched the likes of Noto-
rious B.I.G. and Jay-Z. For
a young rapper, a better
pedigree is hard to find.

“Brooklyn is looked at
as having the best of the
best,” said Skyzoo. “It’s
kind of in the culture, it’s
embedded in your body.”

His new album “Mu-
sic For My Friends,” deals
with the crossroads at
which Skyzoo and his
friends found themselves
as teens on the streets of
Bedford-Stuyvesant, when
they would sit on stoops

PUPPIES

Continued from page 3

help of the American So-

MIXING BUSINESS WITH PLEASURE: Industry City Distillery co-
owner Dave Kyrejko engineers a refreshing summer cocktail. Photo
by Steve Solomonson

mix it with water, slap a la-
bel on it and call it vodka,”
Parikh said. “There are
guys here with chemical
engineering backgrounds.
Not only do we ferment
here, we actually breed our
own yeast here.”

The distillery is le-
gally allowed to operate
the tasting room as long
as it serves food, which in
this case is Latin-inspired
snacks from Julio’s Fa-
mous Foods. The tasting

and cast envious looks at
the big shots rolling by in
fancy cars. Some of his
friends tried to achieve suc-
cess by rapping or going to
law school, while others be-
gan selling drugs and be-
came ensnared in violence.

“You would see the guy
in the Jeep Wrangler or the
Benz and you’d start to in-
quire, ‘How do I get that?’”
he said. “That’s where
things went in separate di-
rections for people.”

The borough may have
changed since he started rap-
ping, but Skyzoo said he is
still excited about the hip-hop
scene in Brooklyn. The bor-
ough is teeming with long-
time emcees like himself and
hisfriend and frequent collab-
orator Torae, as well young
starslike Joey Bada$$, whose
Pro-Era crew has rocketed to
national attention in the last

ciety for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals.

The dogs’ owner could
not be reached for com-
ment.

room is also required to
serve locally produced al-
cohol made with local in-
gredients, but Parikh said
the distillers do not see
that as a limitation.

“We celebrate that fact,”
said Parikh. “We curate a
truly local menu.”

Andlocalsseemtoagree

with that approach.
“We like supporting a lo-
cal business,” said Stacey
Ward, a Bay Ridge resident
who works nearby.

several years.

Skyzoo said he and other
Brooklyn artists are work-
ing hard to keep old-school
Brooklyn alive while also
leaving their own legacies.

“There’s a lot of differ-
ent sounds from a lot of dif-
ferent people, but I think
everyone shares kind of the
same aesthetic,” he said.
“I'm just about how we
handle ourselves as Brook-
lyn artists. If you're really
into the art, you gotta make
it stick, and all of us have to
keep that in mind.”

Skyzoo at the Brooklyn
Hip-Hop Festival Finale
Concert (50 Kent Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th
streets in Williamsburg,
www.bkhiphopfestival.
com). July 11, 2 pm. $60.

Other Brooklyn Hip-Hop
Festival events begin July 8
at various locations.

Anyone interested in
adopting the rescued pups
can contact Rescue City
through its website: res-
cuecity.nyc.



Nursing home is same old story

Proposed eight-story Hook old-folks home raises height, traffic concerns

BY MAX JAEGER

An eight-story, 200-bed old-
folks home planned for Red
Hook will bring traffic trou-
bles to the neighborhood’s
semi-industrial main drag
Van Brunt Street and
dwarf nearby homes in an
area where buildings are
no taller than four stories,
says a local official.

“How would traffic work
on Van Brunt once you put
in a building with 200 em-
ployees and 200 beds?” said
Community Board 6 dis-
trict manager Craig Ham-
merman. “And the height
is something that would
be out of context with the
neighborhood.”

Fort Greene’s Oxford
Nursing Home is seeking
the city’s blessing to erect
the outsize building on
Conover Street, between
King and Sullivan streets,
so it can relocate its cur-
rent facility to new digs.

The home says it isn’t
budging on the height,
because the coastal
neighborhood’s high wa-
ter table means it can’t
build underground and
it needs room for all its
residents. But it is add-
ing dozens of new park-
ing spots and is willing
to work with locals to re-
duce the negative impact
of additional cars, a rep-
resentative said.
“There’s really very
little option — we can’t
build down into the cel-
lar,” Oxford Nursing
Home  administrator
Norman Motechin said.
“Even for 200 residents
that’s pretty much
the minimum. We are
bringing at least 50
parking spots — what-

ever else we can do we’ll

try to do.”

The home is also down-
sizing from 235 beds at its

L |

GOING UP: A new nursing home proposed for Conover Street in Red
Hook will look close to this rendering - except builders are elevating
the first floor, per flood-zone building code. Some locals say the struc-
ture will be too tall to fit into the surrounding neighborhood.

Oxford Nursing Home

current location on S. Ox-
ford Street to 200 in Red
Hook, he said. Administra-
tors plan to lower the facil-

Brooklyn, NY 11229

1664 East 14 St., Suite 401

Specializing in
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases
& Painful conditions of the joints.

e Latest Joint Diagnostics
* Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
e On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services
e Ultrasound Guided Injections
* Nutrition Counselling
¢ IV Chelation Therapy

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC

718-375-2300

71-36 110t St., Suite IJ

H Forest Hills, NY 11375

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Individual treatment options are designed by
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates
to ensure positive outcomes.
Your good health is the key to our success.

51 East 42" St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

ity’s head count by cutting
off admissions for a period
before the move and letting
nature take its course.

Hammerman said he
thinks the nursing home
is sincere in its desire to
compromise with its future
neighbors. The group pre-
sented plans to the Commu-
nity Board 6 land use com-
mittee on June 25 — well
before it was required to
under the city’s land use re-
view process, and he cred-
ited the early bird special
as a show of good faith on
the developer’s part.

“We give the applicant
a lot of credit for coming
to us early before the ap-
plication is certified for
review,” said Commu-
nity Board 6 district man-
ager Craig Hammerman.
“Here they came to us be-
fore certification so that
the community could sug-
gest changes.”

Ultimately, the facility
doesn’t need the commu-
nity board’s okay to get the
land rezoned, but the board

can submit recommenda-
tions to the city, which the
City Planning Commission
may take into consider-
ation in its final decision.

The new nursing home
would sit in a flood zone
but meet the latest flood
codes, including required
ground-floor elevation and
rooftop mechanical equip-
ment, Motechin said.

Hammerman said he
hopes the new flood-resis-
tant facility — like the Hur-
ricane Sandy-scoffing Ikea
— could serve as aresource
in future emergencies.

Bingo, Motechin said.

“At our current facility,
we accepted numerous res-
idents that were affected by
Sandy,” he said. “We can do
that in the future.”

But he noted the De-
partment of Health ulti-
mately determines when
nursing homes need to be
evacuated.
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Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Inmediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

CASH FOR
YOUR GOLD

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We Il pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold
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e Jewelry
¢ Diamonds
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e Gold
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e Sterling Silver

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
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at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

A.S. & Son’s

2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
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TOWERS

Continued from page 1

taining 30 market-rate units,
117 below-market-rate units
for “moderate- and middle-in-
come households,” a 75-seat
pre-school, ground-floor retail
space, and something called “a
community facility space.”

Thebuildings are two of seven
high-rises that park administra-
tors say are needed to help pay for
the maintenance of the sprawling
waterfront green space, though
local activists claim the other five
towers will be lucrative enough to
cover the costs now that property
values in the area have skyrock-
eted alongside the developments
and have been fighting to quash
the project.

“It is a tragic mistake to
wall off the park entrance and
the Brooklyn waterfront with
condos, especially now that
the park’s real estate windfall
provides better options,” said
Henry Richmond, director of
park activism group People for
Green Space Foundation.

The announcement comes
a month after the Brooklyn
Bridge Park Corporation, the
semi-private body charged with
administering the park, settled
a legal battle with anti-develop-

ALLERGY & ASTHMA

ment activists that had stalled
the project for 10 months. As
part of the settlement, the park
agreed to give the public notice
before its board members meet
to approve the developer and
designs — hence last week’s
reveal — and to get the state’s
okay on its latest plans.

That approval process is still
ongoing, and could cause more
delays for the project. The Em-
pire State Development Corpora-
tion — the quasi-governmental
state body that oversees devel-
opment in the park — has to ap-
prove several recent changes to
the park’s original plan for the
site, including the addition of
the below-marketrate housing
and looser restrictions over how
many units the developers can
place in either building.

Opponents of the towers have
been using the meetings to push
the state to do a new study on
how the new development will
impact the surrounding com-
munity, according to the Brook-
lyn Daily Eagle. The state did its
most recent study a decade ago,
and the park commissioned its
own review a year ago, but op-
ponents say the reports don’t
take into consideration how the
towers — and the influx of new
residents they will bring — will
impact local schools.

COSTUMES

Continued from page 1

happy to see the photo-
op phenomenon metas-
tasize from the cross-
roads of the world to
Sodom on the Sea.

“I think they should
stay away from here,”
said Fernando Delvalle,
a weekly visitor to the
Boardwalk. “Leave that
in Times Square.”

Another Coney Is-
land regular said the
invasion would destroy
the distinct local scene.

“I don’t like Times
Square,” said Joe Hunt.
“Coney Island is the far-
thest thing from Time
Square.”

Some local restaura-
teurs and shop owners
agree that the sudden
appearance this season
of the costumed cohort
bodes ill for the Board-
walk.

“I think overall it’s
bad for business,” said
Michael Sarrel, a man-
ager at famed Coney Is-
land eatery Ruby’s.

Sarrel said he has al-
ready seen some of the

NO JOKE: The Joker, Iron Man, and the
Mask are just a few of the costumed
characters that have been popping up
on the Coney Island Boardwalk.

Photo by Joseph Altobelli

acters have
sought greener
pastures —
and less-savvy
tourists.

“They’re
preying on
people’s igno-
rance,” said
Hunt.

Louis John,

Tom’s Coney Is-
land’s manager,
doesn’t think
these new pan-
handlers will
affect his busi-

tactics that prompted
the police to run them
out of Manhattan for
harassing tourists who
refused to hand over
“tips” after snapping a
pic.

“People are intimi-
dated having them here,
begging for tips,” Sarrel
said. “Sometimes they
get aggressive.”

It is illegal to de-
mand money for taking
a picture of someone in
a public place, and after
signs to that effect were
posted prominently
around Time Square,
some costumed char-

BROOKLYN MED Y
THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN

DENTISTRY

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman

ness, but said
he understands
the complaints.

“There’s so many
people [in Coney Island]
that I don’t think it mat-
ters,” he said. “But, they
make people feel a little
uncomfortable, they
make you feel like you
have to [tip.]”

Somevisitorsweren’t
worried about aggres-
sive panhandling as
much as they were an-
noyed at the low-qual-
ity, knockoff costumes.

“I don’t come to the
Boardwalk to hang out
with inaccurate ver-
sions of characters,”

UROLOGY

said Alex Thiel as she
relaxed on the Board-
walk. “I don’t think Co-
ney Island, being what
it is, needs it,” she said.

Her friend Lauren
Mark agreed, saying
that the People’s Play-
ground already has
enough of its own dis-
tinctive attractions.

“I think [Coney Is-
land] should just keep
it to the classic freak
show,” she said. “Those
were the people you
came here to see if you
are coming to see char-
acters.”

The Alliance for Co-
ney Island said it is still
looking into the matter
and talking to the ap-
propriate agencies, but
added that it will strive
to keep Coney Island a
pleasurable spot for peo-
ple to visit.

“The Alliance will
continue to dedicate ef-
forts to ensure that the
district’s quality pro-
gramming is preserved
for the enjoyment of its
visitors and residents,”
said Johanna Zaki, ex-
ecutive director of the
Alliance.

Dr. Gadi Avshalomov, M.D.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma, & Inmunology
Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

2085 E 67th Street, Brooklyn, NY

(718) 444-8014 - www.allergyimmunologydr.com

Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza

Professional Center

Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing
Treatment

2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY - (718) 377-0011

AuDIOLOGY

Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid.
Free Hearing Screenings

Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road - 1(888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC

Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo

Most insurance plans accepted

446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483

www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P, Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

Dr. Barry Grossman
Mill Basin Cosmetic & Restorative Dentistry Fellow,
Int'l Congress of Oral Implantologists

2135 Mill Ave. & 8919 Flatlands Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(718) 531-7700 + www.millbasindentists.com

FAMILY PRACTICE

Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician

Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women's Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY

(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE

Brookdale Medical Associates

Dr. Yitzchak Weinberger - Hemotology/Oncology,
General Surgery, Internal Medicine, Geriatrics
2701 East 65 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11234

(347) 304-0716 * (718) 209-0600

Dr. Martin Slavin, M.D.
Board Certified Internist with specialty in Testosterone
Deficiency & Replacement Therapy

5601 Flatlands Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(718) 444-7040 - www.martinslavin.com

Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of
the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.

960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 * www.vascularnyc.com

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 - www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC

2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn - (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn - (718) 241-1234

1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn - (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagqirt Blvd, Far Rockaway + (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway * (718) 471-3900

9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT

Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief Center

9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

PODIATRY

Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 435-1031 - www.SantiPodiatry.com

RHEUMATOLOGY

Dr. Victoria Katz

Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite 1J, Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 - (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

New York Urologic Institute

2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
110-1172nd Ave., Forest Hills, NY 11375

2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235

(718) 878-3523 + www.nyui.org

VASCULAR

Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D. - The Vascular Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 - www.vascularNYC.com

WEIGHT LOSS

Conguer the Crave®

Physician-supervised weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516

(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
591116th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212
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For boiler repairs. Also THE SECRET IS OUT! 3
MECHANICS/ FITTERS talei
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(Ralph Ave & E.80th St) o e ma ook Exterior: Concrete, Brick, Stucco, Roofing

The Brooklyn Marriot Hotel
Registration: 7pm (Limited Seating)

Need to Supplement www.argigsolutions.com/heartforheart

20 Years Experience Free Estimates

Your Income? 917.754-2731 References Available o Licensed & Insured sl
. 212-330-8223 ext #3
Looking for PIT Laundry 917-977-070S - Ask for Abe
Attendant. Work every
other weekend from Call > READERS
8AM to 8PM in Brooklyn 118.260.2555 || __AND ADVISORS *
aundromat Call | Tokertse | oo DreamJobsNYC

7 1 8'6 23- 2096 IIEI'G An international spiritual healer, adviser,

psychic, medium and astrologer with
thirty-nine yrs experience in inherited

>»SALES >»SALES >»SALES from family with a very good reputation of
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED helping people all over the world in Africa,

USA, France and Australia. | strongly be-

ligve | can solve your problems, bad luck,
business matters, black magic, exams,

court cases, unhappy marriage, relation-

CI -f- d Ad 't- i s I ship problems. Plgase do not hesitate to . 0 .
g vy e il Rl With A Job That's Right For You!

Your Pain Is My Responsibility

We are looking to hire an individual with a proven track record in Call 646.239.4298 or
advertising sales to sell print and digital advertising campaigns 212-316-0567
in a.wide range of categori(_as including 2166 8th Ave, New York, NY 10026
recruitment, real estate, service and more. www.psychicoumar.com
You will have the opportunity to sell into the largest group of community . . .
newspapers, specialty magazines and local websites in New York City. Try Real-Time Job Matchin g ™ & g et hired fast.
Responsibilities
e |dentify client needs, communicate the benefits of our >BEADERS D J b N YC ' T ]
audience-based marketing solutions as they relate to AND ADVISORS WWW- re a m 0 S . C O
each need and then sell the appropriate campaign.
¢ Negotiate contracts. PR .
e Manage day-to-day activities using a CRM system. One l?n‘iﬂlﬂmlltlsﬁ;’:rmnﬁlﬁyw".
* Meet or exceed revenue expectations. French & English Sﬂﬂ‘;kiﬂll
Qualifications 917-254-6647 (r 2\
e Sales experience. 116TH/7THAVE oo o
e Proficient in sales calling including upselling Wlww.AFIgllt..‘AlNﬁdED.:UiI.con M C | f d | t
app_ointment setting and c_old_calling. ) ;:;;ig::lé‘;:es Ellll:illl:sg:::i:ess, O re a S S I I e S O n | n e a
¢ Ability to work through objections/concerns Release from spe"' Clear Negativi[y,
regarding costs, budgets and selling strategies. Strong Voodoo, Black Magic,
Courtissues, Family problems, Drugs,
w ) ) Caregrs, Exams}iamhling, Luck,
Base salary plus commission, 401K, Paid Vacation and medical Protection, Inpotency/Sexnal Powder
Please send your resume and cover letter to: epechenaya@cnglocal.com §moe.
AFRICAN ADVISOR
we Sl & SPIRITUALIST
Community News Growe MEDIA CNG/NVCCHISIANIEOE MR SHEIKH SALEEM, 6™ GENERATION OF =
AFRICAN MEDIUM, CAN HELP YOU OUT
OF DESPAIR, SOLVES ALL ISSUES. \. /)
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Cremation & Burial Society %% 4@

L
LY

ONney _Ieex .

3024 QUENTIN ROAD ¢ BROOKLYN NY

= et

AN
Stoney Creek Cremation & Burial Society is an alternative to costly
funeral home and cemetery services and merchandise, allowing us to
leave a more meaningful, healthier, greener society to those we leave
behind. Join our Society today and know you have chosen to leave a
footprint for the future.

For those wishing to preplan their final contribution to society,
if paid in full today we will include the cost of the crematory.

($995 Society'’s Service Fee)

Acting as a for profit organization. Crematory fee is not included, death certificates and
disposition permits not included in service fee.
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